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Objectivity in social sciences:

a philosophical interpretation of Max Weber’s methodology

Ali Shamsi”

Keyvan Alasti

Abstract

Objectivity is an important property (or norm) for modern science. Scientific Ideas are
accessible, measurable and truth valued simply because they are about objective
matters. However, objectivity in social sciences will not be guaranteed as it is realized
in natural sciences due to the complexity of the phenomena it is supposed to explain
(i.e., meaningful human action). About a century ago, Max Weber tried to show how
social sciences can be objective. According to Weber, “All knowledge of cultural
reality, as may be seen, is always knowledge from particular points of view” Objectivity
in social sciences becomes meaningful in connection with certain perspectives that are
chosen before the activities of scientists. Values (which are often not considered the
subject of scientists' activity) solve the problem of choosing the right perspective. In this
article, two different interpretations of the concept of objectivity by Max Weber will be
described and analyzed and compared. These two interpretations (although both
consider Weber's objectivity to be a norm), but each of them has considered a different
(and opposite) type of norm. The present article aims to show how Weber's view of
objectivity can be insightful in the later debates about the relationship between the
social level and the Rational level of science by focusing and emphasizing the
differences between the two attitudes and interpretations.
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