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Abstract

While the significance of beauty and symmetry in science has been a recurring theme in
the discourse of many eminent scientists, the philosophical contemplation of aesthetics
within the philosophy of science has garnered attention only in recent years. This paper
examines the perspectives of renowned scientists on the role of beauty and symmetry,
revealing a spectrum of views where beauty is variously seen as a hallmark of truth or
regarded with skepticism. We propose a psychological explanation for the scientific
preoccupation with beauty and symmetry, suggesting that the human ability to
recognize facial symmetry is an evolutionary adaptation. This adaptation's byproduct,
we argue, is the inclination to appreciate symmetry in domains beyond the original
adaptive purpose. Furthermore, the paper explores how portraiture often deviates from
biological standards of beauty, indicating a potential to transcend biological
predispositions. The final assertion posits that while the pursuit of beauty and symmetry
can drive scientific inquiry, it may also impede the attainment of truth. Drawing
parallels with artists who have transcended their biological inclinations, we suggest that
scientists, too, might overcome these aesthetic biases.
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