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Abstract

This article investigates the use of the concept of paradigm in sociology. The article
does not aim to criticize Kuhn's paradigm theory, but rather how the concept of
paradigm is used in sociology. According to the research findings, the two
characteristics that Kuhn considered for the concept of paradigm, namely relativism and
incommensurability, are related to sociology of knowledge, which focuses on the
"social determination of knowledge". In other words, from the perspective of sociology
of knowledge, the concept of paradigm is relevant to sociology in terms of relativism
and incommensurability, but it is irrelevant to sociology in terms of paradigm evolution.
Therefore, its application is not only incorrect, but it also leads to reducing the critical
insight of sociological researchers due to the creation of a paradigmatic-thinking
atmosphere.
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