
 

 

Philosophy of Science, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol. 11, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2021-2022, 293-323 

Doi: 10.30465/ps.2021.37601.1544 

Qualia and Scientific Acceptance 

Ahmadreza Hemmati Moghaddam
*
 

Shima Hadinia
**

 

Abstract 

Phenomenal qualities of conscious mental states are commonly known as “qualia”. 

We say that a particular mental state has qualia if and only if There is something that 

it is like to be the mental state. Some philosophers have challenged the epistemic 

and explanatory values of qualia. They argue that the concept of qualia has no role 

to play in a mature and well-organized psychological theory. Consequently, this 

concept has no epistemic value. This paper aims at explaining and criticizing these 

arguments. It will be argued that these arguments are ineffective and cannot 

establish that the concept of qualia can not have functions in a scientific theories. 

The distinction between metaphysical subjectivity and epistemic objectivity, as it 

will be shown, can establish a scientific place for the concept of qualia. 
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